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The Florida Behavioral Health Association Expresses Gratitude to Governor
DeSantis for Signing Fiscal Year 2026-2027 General Appropriations Act into Law

Tallahassee, Fla. — The Florida Behavioral Health Association (FBHA) is grateful to
Governor Ron DeSantis for signing the Fiscal Year 2026—2027 General Appropriations
Act into law and for his steadfast support of community mental health and substance
use disorder services over the past eight years.

"Behavioral health touches every community in Florida, and this budget reflects the
importance of ensuring individuals and families have access to quality mental health
and substance use disorder services," said FBHA President and CEO Melanie Brown
Woofter. "In a year of fiscal discipline, the state's investment in mental health and
substance use disorder services demonstrates a clear recognition of the critical role
these services play in improving the health, safety, and well-being of individuals and
families in every community. Through his continued investment in Florida's behavioral
health system, the Governor has helped expand access to care, strengthen community-
based services, and support providers serving Floridians across the state.

On behalf of FBHA's community mental health and substance use disorder providers,
we are grateful to Governor DeSantis, First Lady Casey DeSantis, and the members of
the Florida Legislature for their dedication and work to improve and innovate behavioral
health services for all Floridians.”
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FBHA represents over 70 community mental health and substance use treatment
providers throughout the state. FBHA’s members span from Pensacola to Key West,
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serve over half a million individuals each year, and provide services in every county in
Florida. These community providers primarily serve the uninsured, underinsured, and
the Medicaid populations. Visit Floridabha.org to find a list of community providers and
get connected with mental health and substance use treatment, along with other
services.
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